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Cyprian?$ days they celebrated it both, morning and evening,
" That as CHRIST instituted the sacrament in the evening, to
signify the evening and end of the world, so they celebrated it
in the morning, to denote the resurrection of their Lord and
Master." Epist. LXIII. p. 177. And so necessary did they
hold the early, as well as foe frequent participation of this holy
rite, that at Carthage it was usual to administer it even to
children. Cyprian relates, that when a nursing child disliked
and refused to taste the sacramental wine, the deacon who ad-
ministered it, compelled her to swallow it, notwithstanding her
resistance, p. 284. This indeed was proceeding to a supersti-
tious excess. In the present age, professing Christians run into
the opposite error of omission ; and, perhaps, one of the leading
causes of the prevailing lukewarnmess of the times, and decay
of rital religion among Churchmen, is to be ascribed to the
prevailing neglect and disuse of this most holy rite, by old
and young, rich and poor, to their great loss and spiritual
detriment.

JEque paupcribus prodest, locupletlbus seqoe,
JSque neglectum puerls senibusque nocebit.

Nicodemus, however, still objected to this mysterious doctrine
of spiritual regeneration by baptism as incomprehensible. " How
can these things be ?" ver. 9.

JESUS, in his turn, expressed surprise at Ms slowness of ap-
prehension, mixed with a gentle reproof of his ignorance ; alledg-
ing, that it was taught by the Baptist as well as by himself, and
contained in the Scriptures of the OLD TESTAMENT, and with
which he, as a celebrated teacher, ought to have been bettei
acquainted.

" Art thou the teacher of Israel, and knowest not these
things ? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak what wt
know, and testify what we have seen9\yo.t ye receive not ourtesti
many? ver. 10, 11.

The rudiments, indeed, of the doctrine of regeneration are t<
be found scattered through the prophetic Scriptures, the sub
stance of which was extracted by our Divine Teacher.

1. The opening of our Lord's discourse bears a remarkabl
analogy to the miraculous change of the elements of nature ii
the plagues of the Egyptians^ noticed in the Apocryphal Wisdom
of Solomon, xix. 6.

" For all the creation^ in its proper kind, was fashioned agai